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how the “little” in “Little 
Yellow House” came to 
be. 

It would later be owned 
by Robert Fleming, the 
town’s fi rst judge. The 
house gained its distinct 
yellow color sometime 
around 1863, when an old 
steamship line with yellow 
hulls came into Lewiston 
Landing. Many residents 
bought their unused yel-
low paint for cheap, but it 
would become the iconic 
color of this historic 
home. This tiny building was a 
home to many in Lewiston and, 
in the 1900s, it was even occu-
pied by a family of 10. 

When the “Little Yellow House” 
became a place of business, one 
of its most well-known inhabit-
ants was John Simon, who made 
it into his law offi ce for many 
years. The town and village pur-
chased the house in 1999 to save 
it from destruction. They turned 
it into the Lewiston Visitor Cen-
ter, but currently it is owned by 
the Village of Lewiston and is 
rented out to private businesses. 

During renovations the house 

underwent in 2001, two men 
discovered a metal box hidden 
inside the foundation of a wall. 
This box contained a Colt .45, a 
pistol that was famous for its use 
in both World Wars, with an en-
graving that marked its use as 
early as 1911. The gun is old, but 
it is only half as old as this his-
toric house of Lewiston.

On the cover is an early view of 
the tiny house on Center Street, 
originally built in 1816, shortly 
after the War of 1812.

With each of these articles, we 
will also tell you about one of the 
many features being developed 
for the celebration. Let’s start at, 

well, the beginning: Fri-
day, July 1, 2022. To kick 
off the celebration, the 
bells at our old Red Brick 
School will ring out at 6 
p.m. Shortly thereafter, 
we are asking all of the 
village churches to join in 
the ringing of the commu-
nity bells!

One of the well-estab-
lished annual events by 
the Lewiston Council on 
the Arts is the “Summer 
of 69” concert. Normally 
held at Hennepin Park, 
next year it will be held 

in the newly renovated Alphonso 
DiMino Memorial Bandshell in 
Academy Park. This event al-
ways brings home former resi-
dents and their families, so we 
are giving them all a reason to be 
here for the entire celebration.

To learn more about the bi-
centennial, see who is involved 
and to learn about sponsorship 
opportunities, please visit www.
Lewiston200.org. 

Be certain to mark your new 
2022 calendars now to be here 
July 1-4, 2022. After all, where 
else would you rather be?

Countdown is on to Lewiston’s big celebration
Continued from Page 1
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